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INCLUSION AND EQUITY

SOCIAL FOCUS FOR
VIKSIT BHARAT

Budget focuses on equitable prosperity
by increasing accessibility to quality
education, health care and social
welfare programmes. By PwC India

nion Budget FY26emphasisesthe

government'sstrong commitment

towardsinclusionand equitable

prosperity. Thebudget focuses on
transformation of “garib, youth, anna daata
andnari” by enhancingaccessibility to quality
education, health care, skilling opportunities,
and social welfare programmes. Increased
allocation forschool education particularly for
Samagra Shikshaand PM SHRISchool along
withenhancementsin highereducation and
skilling infrastructure would help in generating
astrongpool of future-ready skilled workforce.
Anenhanced budget allocation onimproving
health care investments, with significant
allocations for Ayushman Bharat Yojana (AB-
PMJAY) and National Digital Health Mission
(NDHM) isawelcome move. Thisbudget also
provides much needed support toboost
entrepreneurship amongwomen,
marginalised and rural communitiesthrough
the upcoming ‘Scheme for First-time
Entrepreneurs’and ‘Rural Prosperity and
Resilience’ programme.

Education

Thecontinued thrust on theimplementation
ofthe National Education Policy, 2020 is
evidentinthebudget. Theallocationstoboth
the departments haveseen amarked increase,
the Department of School Education (16 per
cent) hasseen a more notable boost, as
compared tothe Department of Higher
Education (8 percent).

The flagshipscheme - Samagra Shiksha—
hasgotan increase of 11 per centsincelastyear.
The 67 per cent hikein PMSHRIschools
schemewould provide amomentum towards
quality education. Thedecision tosetup
50,000 Atal Tinkering Labsin the next five
vearsand the provision ofbroadband
connectivity acrossgovernmentsecondary
schools, would improve accessibility toquality
learningresourcesand generate innovative
mindsets. The allocation for setting centre of
excellencein Alin education isawelcomestep
thatwill improve technology adoption atscale.

Inthehigher education domain, the focusis
clearly onemployability and innovation.
Outlay forthe National Apprenticeship
training scheme (NATS) hasbeenincreased by
57percenttoil,178 crore, allowingstudents

better employableskills. The financing for
20,000 researchfellowshipsat[IT and IISc
would help theIndian R&D ecosystemin abig
way. Accessto education in the professional
educationdomain wasreinforced withthe
decisiontoadd 10,000 additional seatsin
medical colleges and hospitals and expansion
of capacity in IITs for roughly 6,500 students.

Public health, nutrition

The Union Budget has made several
significant allocations and reforms for health
careinIndia, reflectingon the commitments
from previous budgets. Initiatives likes
establishmentofcancer care centresand
exemption onessential lifesaving drugs from
basicand concessional customdutyare
expectedtoeasetheburden onterminallyand
chronicallyill patients and ensure quality and
affordable health care forall.

The government’sresolve toaddressthe
healthinequities iswell reflected with the
inclusionof 10 million online gigworkers
underthe AB-PMJAY umbrella. A24 per cent
increase in budgetaryallocation for AB-
PMJAY would enable thisexpansion. The
government’smove on adding 10,000 seats in
medical collegesand hospitalswould improve
availability of health careservices by ensuring
arecommended doctor-patient ratioand
quality faculty, and by making education
accessibletounderserved areas.

A5l per centincreasein budgetary
allocation for NDHM will consolidate the gains
and strengthen the government’scommitment
toensure thelast mile delivery of quality health
services. Inaddition tothis, 184 per cent
increase in grant for Covid-19 and 78 per cent
increase inbudgetary allocation for
preparation and control of zoonotic diseases
and other neglected tropical diseases align well
with India’scommitment toleave-no-one-
behind and Health-for-All agenda.

Further, improving mental healthwould
require awhole-of-the-society approach as
highlightedinthe latest Economic Survey. The
budget haswell captured theessence to
prioritise mental health by increasing the
budgetary allocation by 77 per cent. The
notableincrease inbudgetaryallocation ofthe
Department of Health and Family Welfare
(DoHFW) reflectsthe government's
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commitmentstoimprovingquality and access
tohealth care, therebyenhancingoverall
publichealth outcomes. Inthenextyear’s
budget, welook forward to increased emphasis
onthe Integrated Child DevelopmentServices
Scheme (ICDS).

Withimpetus on Medical Tourism and
Heal-in-India initiatives, the budgetissetto
takea positive steptowards achieving the goal
of Viksit Bharatwith improved accesstohigh-
quality, affordableand comprehensive health
care forits people.

Livelihood and entrepreneurship
TheBudget mapsout aninclusive approach
through “Schemefor First-time
Entrepreneurs” towards overhauling

entrepreneurship, andlivelihood security,
especially forwomen, marginalised
communities and rural population. The
introduction ofamulti-sectoral ‘Rural
Prosperity and Resilience’ programmein
partnership with states will play akey role in
promoting non-farm employment. Further,
the transformation of India Postinto a national
publiclogisticswould facilitate in providing
vastinfrastructure support to MSMES, artisans,
andself-helpgroups.

Thebudgetemphasises interventions for
improving urban livelihoods. The agenda for
ensuringsocial security foronline platform
workersisaremarkablesteptointegrate the
new age serviceseconomy. Thethrust toextend
the coverage of PMSVANidhischemewill

promotefinancial inclusion amongstreet
vendorsand small businesses.

Skill development

The government continues toemphasise skill
developmentasa crucial factorof
employmentgenerationand economic
growth. Oneofthe key pillars of thisyear’s
budget is “100 per cent skilled labourwith
meaningful employment”.

The government plans to boost India’s
global advantage and strengthen its position
as “Skills Capital of the World” by settingup
five National Centresof Excellence for
Skilling with global partnerships. This move
isexpected to furtherthecreation of future-
ready skilled workforce and enhance cross-
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Intermsoftotal budgetallocation, the Skill
India programme receivedI46 per centofthe
total budget, a16 per centincrease from last
year, covering Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana 4.0 (PMKVY 4.0), Pradhan Mantri-
National Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme
(PM-NAPS) and Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS).
InFY25budget, the government announced
anagenda forupgradation of 1,000 ITIs over
five years with a330,000 crorebudget. Keeping
in line with thisobjective, the ITT schemethis
yearreceived thestipulated allocation of
33,000 crore. Thisis estimated to benefit two
million youth overtime.

Digitaltransformation
Thegovernment’s commitment todigital
transformation isalsoevident in the proposal
to provide broadband connectivitytoall
government secondary schools and primary
healthcentersinrural areasunderthe
Bharatnet Project.

Integration ofthe Indian knowledge
systemsismadeprominentthrough the
introduction of the Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak
Schemeto provide digital-form Indian
language books.

By Anjan Chalkraborty, Partner,
Social Sector, PwCIndia
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